The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao
Discussion Questions

What effect does the blending of Spanish and English have on the reading experience?
Why do you think Yunior serves as the primary narrator rather than a member of Oscar’s family?
How do the footnotes shape your understanding of Dominican history?

In what ways are Oscar and Yunior foils for one another?

How does the idea of fuku operate literally and symbolically?

Why does Diaz reveal Oscar’s fate early in the novel?

Who do you consider the true protagonist of the novel and why?

How are masculinity and power portrayed throughout the book?

What role do fantasy and science fiction play in Oscar’s life?

Is Oscar heroic, foolish, or both?

How does generational trauma shape the characters’ lives?

Why do you think the novel continues to resonate with book clubs today?

What role do female characters play in shaping the narrative?

How does storytelling function as power in the novel?

What does the mongoose symbolize throughout the story?

How does history influence personal identity in the novel?



